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Cape Coral theatre: Friday's opening promises laughs
Melodrama calls for audience help

Michael Moran
special to news-press.com

Riotous laughter will be the order of the day at Cultural Park Theatre when a 1930s-style melodrama
takes center stage.

"Pure as Driven Snow or The Working Girl's Secret," a two-act comedy by Paul Loomis, is the third
offering in our ambitious summer season. The play will run for nine performances - July 9-11 and 15-
18. There will be two shows each on the 10th and 17th.

The audience can't help but become part of the evening if the show's run at other community theaters
is any indication. Bring your best voice for our enthusiastic audience participation in several songs.

The production features the typical cast of a 1930's melodrama. There's Mortimer Frothingham, the
villain (played by Stu Pepper); Purity Dean, the sweet heroine (played by Dinni Seri); and Leander
Longfellow, the hero who tries to save the lovely girl from the clutches of the villain. Our hero is
played by Scott Carpenter.

The story takes place in the lobby of a small inn owned by Leander's aunt and uncle. It's there that
Purity discloses she has a secret - she's been hiding from everyone and it's there that the villain
makes his move on her. You'll have to join the crowd to find out what the secret is, how Leander
saves his beloved, and the fate that dooms the villain.

"Pure as Driven Snow" is in the capable directorial hands of CPT veteran Bob Cozza, who moved to
Cape Coral in 2003 and joined our theater company in 2006. Bringing an impressive theater
background in teaching theater and fine arts in New Jersey, Bob has directed "Cheaper by the
Dozen" and "Dracula" for us. He has also acted in our productions of "Arsenic and Old Lace," "Bus
Stop," "It's a Wonderful Life," "The Day They Kidnapped the Pope," and most recently, "Kiss Me
Kate."

Bob is bringing his best game to his latest production, and is counting on the audience to join in the
fun.

"Audience participation is a big part of this melodrama, and | expect the audience to have as much
fun as the actors," he said. "There's a lot of booing and hissing that's an integral part of the
production, and there's even a chance for the audience to sing along with a few of the old-fashioned
songs that are in the show. | guarantee a fun night for all."

It's not often that deceit, jealousy, mistrust and sexual desire make for a fun evening, but | assure you
that that's the case for "Pure as Driven Snow or The Working Girl's Secret." Get your tickets by calling
the box office at 772-5862.
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